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When do you say you are confident about 
the code you pushed on a Friday ?



What happens when your tests fail?





😁 Tests are the reason developers sleep 
well at night



We write all kinds of tests around our 
software



        Unit Tests                     |         All other kind of tests



How are unit tests written?



🌱  + soil + fertilisers = 🌳





Classicist’s way of testing





Mockist’s way of testing



What is a mock ?



Dummy Objects



Fakes



Stubs



Spies



Another example



Classicist

State Verification



Mockist

Behaviour & State 
Verification



   Open Box Testing  Closed Box Testing



Classicist or Mockist way of testing



Mocks bring in a lot of power!





Classicist or Mockist way of testing
How does it impact your test/code design?



Test Setup Phase



Test Isolation



Test Isolation

993 out of 1293 tests failing 1 out of 1293 tests failing



Finding the root cause in test report Lost opportunity to detect coupling



Behaviour verification



Behaviour verification



How does testing style impact your system’s design?

And eventually your development speed.



Example: Trust on Outside World Interface







Example: Logic coupled with side-effects







What if we resist the urge to mock here?



Side Effect pushed to the boundary





Coupling is bad.



Coupling is very bad!





How to detect coupling ?



… and ofcourse don’t try to mock your way out.



Using composition



Example: Test an express app







Mocks ain’t evil
afterall 



Balancing unit tests and integration tests is important



QAs and devs need to come together 
to make the world a better(aka tested) 

place to live in



Principles to use when mocking in your tests



Fight your urge to mock in unit tests
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Fight your urge to mock in unit tests

Do not use off the shelf mocking tools

Use test versions of external systems in integration tests. 

Push side effects to the boundaries of your system

Don’t take unit test coverage as the holy grail.

Test “state” not “behaviour”

Keep it simple !



 “Simple ain’t easy”



Write tests to build confidence 
And 

NOT to make them run fast.


